
Gross Necropsy Protocol

Toy Manchester Terrier Heart Project

Necropsy Options and Recommendations
Canada

The Atlantic Veterinary College has agreed to provide necropsies for potentially affected puppies for less than $200 Canadian (plus FedEx shipping charges).  Necropsies can be arranged by contacting Dr. Shannon Martinson, Diagnostic Pathologist at 902-566-0864.  This service requires a request for necropsy from your veterinarian.  Alternatively, necropsy may be performed at your local veterinarian/diagnostic lab or teaching university using the guidelines described for U.S./International necropsies. 

United States/International

As a result of difficulties with Canada Customs, the study team recommends that necropsies of U.S. or international dogs be performed by your veterinarian/diagnostic lab or teaching university using the guidelines attached.  In such cases, it is extremely important that:

1. You provide your veterinarian with a copy of this protocol and ask them to pass it on as required.


2. You contact a member of the study team as soon as possible and let them know where the procedure is being conducted.

3. You or your vet inform the diagnostic lab that Dr. Shannon Martinson, Diagnostic Pathologist at the Atlantic Veterinary College will be contacting them for the purposes of the study.  You must supply explicit consent for information and/or tissue samples to be released in order for Dr. Martinson to access the data she requires. 
In the event a diagnosis of cardiomyopathy is confirmed, we sincerely hope that you will consent to provide pedigree information on your puppy to help us better understand possible heredity of this condition.

ALL information will be kept confidential upon request.
If you have questions, please contact a member of the study team at any time.
Amanda Kelly
Heart Study Coordinator
amandakelly@ns.sympatico.ca 
902-864-4157 

Dr. Etienne Cote
Atlantic Veterinary College

Primary Researcher 
902-566-0950

Dr. Shannon Martinson
Atlantic Veterinary College Diagnostic Pathologist
smartinson@upei.ca
902-566-0864


Gross Necropsy Protocol

Toy Manchester Terrier Heart Project

Note for Supervising Veterinarian 

It is important to keep in mind that this condition is easily misdiagnosed on autopsy.  Damage to heart muscles is achieved in a very short amount of time and the heart can appear relatively normal upon first inspection.  Often the majority of damage is observed in the lung, which fills with fluid as a result of damage to the heart.  We request that you take careful note of the total body mass to heart mass ratio.   
Because this is a relatively rare condition in young dogs, the expertise of the researchers at the University of Prince Edward Island may prove a useful resource to you.  Please contact Dr. Shannon Martinson, Diagnostic Pathologist, Atlantic Veterinary College at 902-566-0864 for more information.  

In the event a diagnosis of cardiomyopathy is confirmed, DNA samples will be required for the purposes of the study.  A sample of the kidney about the size of a thumb should be harvested for this purpose.  Tissue should be frozen and should NOT be placed in formaline.
Dog Identification: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________
Date/Time of Day: 
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________
Body Weight: 
___________ (kg)

Sex:


M
F
External Findings:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
Lung:


Weight:
 ______ grams
____% body weight

Samples: 
LC (    )   LM (    )  LC  (    )  



ACC (    )  RM (    )  RC (    ) 

Description:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Heart:


Weight:
 ______ (grams)
____% body weight

Samples:
RVT: _____ cm (   ) 
LVT ____cm (   ) 
SEP _____ cm ( )

Description:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thymus:
Description:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Liver:


Weight:
_____ grams

____ % body weight (    ) (    )  

 Description:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Kidney:

Right 
(   )
Weight ______ grams
_____ % body weight

Left
(   )
Weight ______ grams
_____ % body weight

Frozen Samples:
Kidney (    )*
Description:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Adrenal glands: 
R (   )

L (   )

Description:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Spleen: 
(   )

Description:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Urinary Bladder: (   )

Description:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Reproductive Tract:
Male






Female


Prostate    (   )




Ovaries (   ) (   )


Testicle (    ) (    )




Uterus (   )

Description:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Gastrointestinal tract:
Stomach (   ) 

Duodenum (   ) 

Pancreas (   )

Jejunum   (    ) (    ) (    )

Ileocecocolic Junction (    )

Mesenteric Lymph node (    )

Description:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Brain: 
(   )

Description:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thyroid glands: 
R (    )  L (    )

Description:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Skeletal Muscle:
B. Femoris left 
(    )


 Description:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Bone Marrow: 
Left Femur

(    )

Description:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Additional comments: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Photographs taken:  Yes (    )  No (    ) 

If yes describe: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
